[bookmark: _GoBack]2018 speaking test information all in one place
This document signposts and provides ‘quick links’ to help you prepare for forthcoming speaking tests across all of our language qualifications.
· Links to the 2018 timetables and oral windows
· The entries deadline for GCSE, AS and A level was 21 February, 2018 for UK centres (21 March, 2018 for international centres) but ‘late entries’ can still be made at additional cost.
· The entries deadline for international centres is 21 March, 2018 (and for International GCSE qualifications both in the UK and internationally).
	GCSE
· FAQs and guidance for GCSE 9-1 French, German and Spanish
· Preparing for the GCSE speaking tests in Arabic, Greek, Japanese or Russian voiced-over slides and linked transcript
· Samples of students' controlled speaking assessments and linked assessment commentaries appear on the GCSE homepages for Chinese, French, German, Italian and Urdu. They form part of the ‘Course materials’ and can be found under the 'Controlled assessments' tab.
Administrative support guides
The administration support guides (sometimes referred to as the Instructions for the Conduct of the Examination or ‘ICE’) are essential reading and must be read prior to conducting the speaking tests. These should be consulted in conjunction with the specification and linked forms. Please visit the ‘Forms and Administration’ section of the relevant qualification homepage (accessed via the ‘Course Materials’ tab). 
· French, German and Spanish 
· Chinese, Italian and Urdu (You should also refer to the Controlled Assessments - Speaking teacher support booklet.)
· Arabic, Greek, Japanese and Russian 
Key forms, mark sheets 
· GCSE French, German and Spanish
· GCSE Chinese, Italian and Urdu
· GCSE Arabic, Greek, Japanese and Russian

	International GCSE: Chinese, French, German and Spanish (Legacy)
The oral unit is an obligatory part of International GCSE in Chinese, French, German and Spanish. Although there is no administrative support guide, an 'Instructions for the conduct of the speaking exam' document appears in Appendix 3 of each of the specifications. You are also advised to consult the speaking unit sections of the Teacher's Guide. The Teacher's Guide appears under the 'Teacher support materials' category of the relevant language-specific qualification homepage. You may find reference to the following legacy International GCSE speaking test support slides useful. The 2017 specification will not be assessed until summer 2019 onward.
A candidate cover sheet and a CD insert/USB record sheet appear as Appendices 4 and 5 in the specifications.

	International GCSE: English (Second Language) – Legacy specification
The oral unit is separate and optional in the International GCSE in English (Second Language) qualification, and does not count towards the overall qualification. Although there is no administrative support guide, the 'Instructions for the conduct of the speaking exam' document appears in Appendix 2 of the specification. The 2017 specification will not be assessed until summer 2019 onward.
A candidate cover sheet and a CD insert/USB record sheet appear as Appendices 3 and 4 of the specification.

	AS and A levels
· Oral training guides for teachers are available in Italian, Russian and Urdu. They include samples of student work (You'll need to click on the loudspeaker icon to access the recordings) and linked examiner commentaries.  
· Oral training guide (Legacy AS Chinese)
· FAQs and guidance for 2016 specification AS French, German and Spanish
· FAQs and guidance for 2016 specification A level French, German and Spanish
· Conducting the AS speaking test short video (French, German, Spanish)
· Conducting the A level speaking test short video (French, German, Spanish)
You’ll also find samples of student work and past training content linked to some of the languages. For legacy specifications, don’t forget to consult the ‘Examiner reports’ for the speaking units from previous series as they offer a timely reminder of how students can perform and potential areas for improvement.
Administrative support guides
The administration support guides (sometimes referred to as the Instructions for the Conduct of the Examination or ‘ICE’) are essential reading and must be read prior to conducting the speaking tests. These should be consulted in conjunction with the specification and linked forms. Please visit the ‘Forms and Administration’ section of the relevant qualification homepage (accessed via the ‘Course Materials’ tab). 
· 2016 specification French/German/Spanish AS & A level
· Legacy AS and A level Italian, Russian and Urdu (plus F/G/S resits) (The AS speaking test in the above qualifications must only be taken by candidates who are either re-sitting this unit or who are taking this AS unit alongside the A2 units.)
· Legacy AS Chinese 
· 2017 specification AS Chinese
· 2017 specification AS Italian and AS Russian

Key forms, mark sheets
· 2016 specification French/German/Spanish AS & A level
· Legacy AS and A level Italian and Russian (and F/G/S resits) (The AS speaking test in the above qualifications must only be taken by candidates who are either re-sitting this unit or who are taking this AS unit alongside the A2 units.)
· Legacy AS Chinese
· 2017 specification AS Chinese (These forms appear in the administrative support guide)
· 2017 specification AS Italian and AS Russian
Chinese legacy AS
Unusually, this particular oral unit does not require a native speaker to conduct the exam since candidates must respond verbally to a written stimulus. It is suitable both for Mandarin or Cantonese learners. There is no A2 oral examination for the outgoing legacy specification Chinese. A non-Chinese speaking invigilator can be appointed at your school to operate the recording equipment and to ensure that the timings and other general regulations are adhered to. Please refer to the following documents:

AS Chinese (2017 specification)
The new specification AS Chinese oral now requires the candidate to interact either in Mandarin or Cantonese with a teacher.
Visiting Examiners for French, German and Spanish A level candidates
More information about this service is provided in the administrative support guides. Please note that this service is not available to international centres. Schools with the minimum required numbers of correctly entered candidates will be notified in March of their allocated examiners. It is possible for centres to work together to form a consortium in order to meet the minimum number of candidates but such arrangements must have been made before 21 January,2018


AS and A levels in Arabic, Greek and Japanese 
Please note that AS and A levels in these languages do not feature an oral element.

London Orals
Some language qualifications offer a London Orals facility. These include:

Reformed qualifications
· AS Chinese 8CN0 3M (Mandarin) OR 3C (Cantonese) 
· AS Russian 8RU0 03
· AS Italian 8IN0 03
· A-Level French 9FR0 03
· A-Level Spanish 9SP0 03
· A-Level German 9GN0 03
Legacy qualifications
· AS Russian 6RU01
· A-Level Russian 6RU03
· AS Italian 6IN01
· A-Level Italian 6IN03
· AS Urdu 6UR01
· A-Level Urdu 6UR03

	International AS and A levels in French, German and Spanish
Our International A level qualifications are exclusively available to candidates in international centres. It is important that particular attention is paid to the instructions in the administrative support guide since students’ oral work and related paperwork must be submitted via secure file transfer. You can access the linked forms here.

	Dealing with a language not taught at your school?
Our qualifications are designed for taught learners but it may be possible to enter a student for an oral in a language that isn’t taught at your school if you are able to engage a suitable* teacher/tutor to conduct the assessment fully in accordance with the specification requirements and assessment regulations. This will ensure that all candidates have access to a professionally conducted oral assessment. We are not able to help you find someone to conduct the oral or, due to data protection policies, provide information about other centres where the qualifications are taught. 

*This would usually be a teacher or tutor of the language with a degree, other advanced level knowledge or native speaker competence in the language. You must ensure that any external person conducting the oral assessment has been made fully familiar with the specification and the requirements of the assessment, specifically how the assessments must be conducted, and you must supervise their presence in the centre at all times.

The person engaged to conduct the oral should not be a family member of the candidate and there should be no other conflict of interest that would prevent fair assessment.

If the person engaged to conduct the oral assessment is acquainted with the candidate, then you must inform us of this conflict of interest by sending a declaration statement to declarations@pearson.com. Furthermore, you must ensure that no undue assistance or maladministration takes place during the conduct of the assessments as this could lead to the candidate being penalised.
Most language qualifications feature compulsory oral units, although GCSE short courses (Written Communication) are available for the last time this year in Arabic, Chinese, Greek, Italian, Japanese, Russian, Spanish and Urdu. These short courses only test reading and writing skills and are essentially units 3 and 4 of the full GCSE qualification. They may prove useful if it is not possible to locate a suitable interlocutor to conduct an oral at your school or to locate an alternative host centre.  



